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Q: Let us begin by talking about your experiences as AAFSW President.

MATHEWS: Well, | really don't know what | can say about it, except that it was a time

of great ferment. Board meetings were held in this room once a month. We discussed
everything in the world that Foreign Service women were talking about at that time. We
never came to a consensus. Various members went around and asked questions of
friends about their feelings. It was a time when this so called Directive had to happen. | am
horrified at the way | sound!

Q: You're thinking as you go along. Everyone says, “That can't be me talking”; it's because
we're thinking as we talk, we're reflecting, we're going back over years and years. And
after we've talked for a while | think it becomes easier.

MATHEWS: Yes, | think so. Let's say a little more on this.
Q: Please do, please do. You had just said that the Directive had to happen.

MATHEWS: | went on record strongly then, personally, that | was against it. | thought it
was not possible to reduce anything to writing. | have had ample opportunity to say, “I told
you so”. | restrained myself because, as | said before, there was no stopping it. It had to
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happen. It was interesting that most of the people that | talked to who were so strongly
in favor of it had had very little experience abroad; but they were very intense and vocal!
You can see | get a little emotional when I'm talking about it now, because | did feel very
strongly about it. | think that's enough, unless you have some more questions.

Q: I do have a question. Do you feel that, as you have just said, there was no stopping
it. It went through; do you feel that it went through without the Department realizing the
implications? It was almost as though they washed their hands of us. They made us
independent individuals.

MATHEWS: At first they didn't know what had happened. Actually, it's my understanding
that the first draft was simply an exercise; you know, a group of women getting together
and talking about their frustrations and their criticisms of the life of women in Foreign
Service. I'm not sure how it got to the Department, but the first thing we knew it had gone
abroad. [The reaction generally was one of shock and then came months of discussioand
agitation before the final draft was finished and the Directive made official.]Q: They
couldn't stop it?

MATHEWS: No
Q: It had gained so much momentum.
MATHEWS: Yes, it had

Q: | felt at the time that perhaps there was some good to it; but | also felt that | had been
cast adrift.

MATHEWS: Yes, there were good things in it, but too many things, as | said, which could
not be reduced to writing. Our lives are too different in Foreign Service; posts are different.
It just can't be done. | think it has hurt the Foreign Service.
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Q: Do you feel that today there is some looking back; there is some second thought?
MATHEWS: Yes.
Q: I think something's going to happen.

MATHEWS: Oh yes, | think there are second thoughts. I've seen several indications that
they're going back to some of the values.

Q: The tradition, That worked.

MATHEWS: Tradition, yes, absolutely. | was interested, among other things, to see

that some of the wives had asked to learn a bit about protocol. You know everything

had gone out the window. They were going to provide some guidance there. | well
remember when...l don't know when you came into the Foreign Service...it was during the
Wristonization.

Q: Oh, yes. We came in in 1956. Wristonization was still going on. Or was it winding down
then?

MATHEWS: There were lots of wives then who were going abroad for the first time and in
senior positions. Some of them were very worried, and | know the Institute set up courses
for them just to let them ask questions. | thought it was really very good. There was a
woman in charge of it [Regina Blake] who provided the atmosphere [in which the women
were comfortable asking questions]. They were rather ashamed to ask such questions as
“How do you make a call?” Of course, not in many posts do you do anything that is strictly
formal. But, I've always felt that everyone going abroad, certainly in my day, should know
as much as possible about the rules of conduct in diplomacy. You can take it or leave it. In
some places, it doesn't apply at all. In many situations you would be silly to use it; but you
need to know it.
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Q: It's to do what is expected of you, in the context of the culture.
MATHEWS: Yes, it makes it so much easier for everybody.
Q: Have you been following the Foreign Service Associate proposal?

MATHEWS: Not too closely, | must confess that after having spent 38 years in the Foreign
Service, and finishing off by being President of AAFSW for two years, | thought it was time
to step aside. | don't respond when I'm asked to be active in some of these matters of the
Association. | think my day is passed.

Q: Of course, | think we all learn from history.

MATHEWS: We do. I'm willing to talk when I'm asked about what's gone on in my day. But
this is a different time.

Q: ltis.

MATHEWS: It is a different time, and frankly | don't know how | would feel if | were a
young person going into Foreign Service. Now when WE entered Foreign Service, | was
delighted. When | met my husband, | knew he was going to be in Foreign Service, and that
was wonderful. | loved the thought of life in Foreign Service.

Q: You went into the Foreign Service as a bride?

MATHEWS: Yes, I'd been married four months or something like that.
Q: But, in 1935; was that it?

MATHEWS: Yes

Q: And off you went to Vancouver.
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MATHEWS: Vancouver, yes. Bert had been waiting for several years. He passed the
examination, was all ready, and then there was a freeze on appointments.

Q: Because of the Depression, | suppose.

MATHEWS: Yes. He waited until 1935. He did various things around the University of
California, just waiting.

Q: He went to Berkeley | noticed in the Biographic Register. Did you, too?
MATHEWS: | did my last year.

Q: My husband and | went to Berkeley, too.

MATHEWS: Did you? It's different now, you know.

Q: Yes

MATHEWS: We were so thrilled to go to Vancouver. | remember in those days it was so
simple. Everything was so unorganized that we didn't even know we were supposed to let
them know in Vancouver that we were coming.

Q: How wonderful. Did you drive up?

MATHEWS: No, we went by train. And we had a marvelous two years there. It was a
Consulate General, of course. | led a rather frivolous life. | didn't know any better. | played
bridgWell, | was in my early 20s.

Q: That's very young, isn't it?
MATHEWS: It was a very pleasant time. People were kind to us.

Q: You could speak English.
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MATHEWS: We spoke English.
Q: It's always nice to have a post like that.

MATHEWS: We lived in a beautiful house; | don't know how we afforded it. But one could
then. It was probably one of the nicest houses we had in our lifetime. I'm joking a bit, but
it was a nice house. Then we came back to Washington. | don't want to ramble, you ask a
question.

Q: I'm just fascinated because you are taking me back to 1935.

MATHEWS: Well, we came back to Washington and there was Bert's class. We were
married, except for one or two [officers]. We got lots of attention, because one did then.
We called at the White House and were invited to tea. We called on the Secretary of
State's wife. She sent her cards around, returned our call.

Q: This was as a young junior officer? Really!

MATHEWS: Yes, and then | remember leaving my cards at what is now the Cosmos Club.
It waSumner Welles' home then and he was Assistant Secretary of State. It was exciting.
I'm sorry that the young people today don't have that sort of involvement.

Q: Do you by chance know how many officers there were in the Foreign Service then?
MATHEWS: Oh, I think I've seen the number 800. You sort of knew everybody.
Q: Everybody?

MATHEWS: Many by reputation anyway. You knew the names. Well, there was a Foreign
Service school of sorts. | don't really remember what my husband did. There was a
marvelous woman named Cornelia Bassell, ever hear of her?
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Q: Yes, | think | have.

MATHEWS: She was assistant to the Chief of Personnel. The class [of young officers] she
called her boys. We were her children. | can't remember what she did for us except that we
were very often with her. She gave a party for us when we all left and she took us wives

up to a room in Old State to wait while our husbands got their first assignments. | can
remember to this day how excited she was, really a wonderful, lovely woman. We went to
Sydney, Australia. It was a Consulate General. We did not have a Mission in Australia. Am
| being too wordy?

(Miss Bassell was the sister-in-law of John William Davis who was the defeated
Democratic presidential candidate in 1924. (He had been nominated on the 103rd ballot.)
Davis had been Ambassador to Great Britain, where Miss Bassell visited and became
interested in the Foreign Service. By 1932 she was assistant to the Director of the FS
Officers' Training School, where she initiated informal spouse training. She lived to be a
nonagenarian.)

Q: No, not at all. | just was checking to see, you went from Sydney to Adelaide to
Brisbane, so you had a number of years in Australia.

MATHEWS: No, not so long actually. I'll just continue like this. Our Consul General was
Tom Wilson, who had been head of Personnel. He went out to Sydney the same time we
did. He was a great friend of Miss Bassell. This was a Consulate General, but it was our
big office in Australia. There was a Consul General, a Consul, and a Vice-Consul, which
was my husband. The Consul General was a bachelor. The wife of the Consul was ill and
not active much of the time.

Q: So there you were.

MATHEWS: Yes.

Interview with Naomi Mathews http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib000764



Library of Congress

Q: And this was your second post.

MATHEWS: Yes, and to be so involved at that age made it very interesting and very
exciting. | can remember the Consul General was having Prime Minister Menzies to
dinner. He said, “Now Honey, you must remember not to go rushing into the dining room
first.” As if | would! “You must wait and come last with the Prime Minister.” Little bits of
diplomatic protocol, you know, all along he would teach me. He would write to Miss Bassell
and tell her whether | did well or not. Can you imagine having that scrutiny?

She would write me and say Mr. Wilson said that you did very nicely or maybe you should
remember to do this or that. It was really kind of wonderful that someone was taking an
interest. | wasn't the only one I'm sure, but she took more interest in me because | was
there with her very good friend and next door neighbor, Mr. Wilson. | may make it sound a
little more dramatic than it really was.

Q: No, but I think that's charming, because one of the things that happens in the Service
today is that you don't have that personal contact with the Department, especially if you're
in an isolated, say tropical post. | think this is definitely a case of small being beautiful, and
as you say, people knowing one another by reputation.

MATHEWS: Well, where do | go from here? Mr. Wilson was so kind to us. When the
Consul left Adelaide on leave he would send Bert and me down to spend a month. That's
how we got there.

Q: Oh, how you got to Adelaide then.
MATHEWS: And the same thing with Brisbane.

Q: With Brisbane. So it gave you an opportunity to see much more of Australia. But, in
those days did you travel by ship.
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MATHEWS: Oh yes, To go to Australia we went on the Matson Line from San Francisco.
We went down on the Monterrey and came back on the Mariposa. And | remember coming
back on the Mariposa, we were diverted to Tahiti. We met the Consul there, just one lone
man way down there in Tahiti. He was very glad to see us. | feel that I'm rambling.

Q: No, no, | just don't want this to stop. | want to capture every word.
MATHEWS: Well, you stop me.

Q: No, no. I'm just afraid the tape is going to end and then | must turn it over. Yesterday,
Frances was telling me a lovely story and the tape ended. Then we had to pick up and do
the story over again. | don't want that to happen. But you were coming back from Australia,
and had gotten as far as Tabhiti.

MATHEWS: We spent a couple of days in Tahiti with, ah, his name was Scudder
Mersman.

Q: We did have a number of lovely trips, to and from Europe, to and from North Africa. And
| compare that with being packed into an economy class seat today.

MATHEWS: There's no comparison.
Q: No comparison. | mean, getting there is not half the fun anymore.

MATHEWS: No, and | thought it was such a good thing because you prepared for it when
you got this long, long leisurely...

Q: Did you take lots of trunks and suitcases, because we did have to have clothes then?

MATHEWS: Yes, do you know a few years ago we had them all out in the carriage house.
We had big steamer trunks with hangers in them. And | remember one that my father-in-
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law had turned over to us. It even had an ironing board and an iron. We had all kinds of
trunks because you had to. And such a lot of other luggage.

Q: And knowing that you were going to Australia for several years, did you take clothes for
that time or did you expect to find a dressmaker or to shop there?

MATHEWS: Well, | remember taking quite a few clothes, but | had a lot made too because
we stayed three years. The Australians were very interested in clothes. There were lots of
Balls and occasions like that. | was with the Australians much of the time.

Q: That's the most rewarding.

MATHEWS: Yes, that's what you want to do. That's what you are there for. It was mostly
pleasure for me, until the war. We were very conscious of the war with refugees coming
in from various places. Toward the last the Queen Mary was being converted into a troop
ship in Double Bay, which was in view of our living room. | can remember the telephone
ringing, this would have been 1939. Bert spoke to someone and turned around and said,
“This is it.” You know, in 1939 when the Germans moved. You don't realize what you are
experiencing [at the time].

Q: You couldn't realize what was coming.

MATHEWS: No. When we left Sydney there were mine sweepers in front of the ship as far
as New Zealand. We went home, back to Washington and Bert was in some War office. |
forget what it was now.

Q: And then you went to Managua, which is very much in the news today.

MATHEWS: Oh my goodness, yes. We were here for less than a year and went to
Managua. Do you want to ask me questions so I'll move along instead of rambling.

Q: No, unless you would rather that ....
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MATHEWS: Well, that was certainly a new experience. We didn't speak any Spanish. |
don't know why we were sent there, but we had to scramble and learn as much as we
could.

Q: And there was no FSI Language School.
MATHEWS: No, no, not at all.
Q: You just picked it up?

MATHEWS: It wasn't very long before | could run the house pretty well in Spanish.
Nicaragua is very close to the United States and most of the men that Bert dealt with in his
job spoke English. But we worked at it. It was not the most pleasant place. Probably if | to
say which post | liked the least, I'd say Managua, and | think it's because we had malaria,
we had dysentery, we had everything. Everybody did. But | can remember too having good
times. They're happy people. They like parties and dinners out under the skies, dancing in
the moonlight and that sort of thing.

Q: Health plays a huge role.

MATHEWS: But | seem to be dwelling on that sort of thing. | met a lot of people, some of
them I'm in touch with still. I'm afraid they don't live there any more. Well, when we were

there | was having a siesta one [Sunday] afternoon and the telephone rang. Bert was at

the office because he was on duty as the Minister was away, and Pearl Harbor!

Q: And did you continue to stay there, or did you come back to Washington?

MATHEWS: | can't remember now how long we stayed after that. But we came back to
Washington and, what did we do then? What is next?

Q: I have Kabul, Calcutta, Istanbul, London, Oslo.
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MATHEWS: Oh yes, well, we came home and stayed about a year. Bert was temporarily
in the Latin American section. It was very hard to find a place to live. | know we lived for
months with friends on Hillier Place. You couldn't get into hotels, or anywhere! So we
bought a little house in Alexandria. We had just got that settled when they asked Bert if he
would go to Afghanistan to replace Charlie Thayer. Charlie had come down from Russia,
opened the post, and was ready to leave. They asked Bert if he'd go and he said yes,

but he wanted to take me. Could he take me? The Department said “Yes, we can't think
of a place where a man would need his wife more.” But it wasn't that easy. He went out

in January (1944), and | didn't hear from him. Things were very tough at that time. Mail,
wasn't getting through.

Q: This was still during the war...

MATHEWS: Oh, yes, early 1944. | haunted the State Department, what is now the Old
Executive Office Building, trying to get myself organized to go. Officers in the Department
that | knew tried to help me. | remember that they let me buy a car because cars were
hard to get at that time because of the War. There was no transportation in Afghanistan.

| bought a shiny blue Studebaker and started it on its way. | got myself booked on a little
ship coming back and forth from Portugal, but was stopped at the last minute.

| decided tgo to New York, and | stayed in the Barbizon Hotel for Women, which is still
there. You're supposed to be as safe as you are in the YWCA! | got in touch with a man
who everybody knew, Mr. Fyfe, the Department's shipping man (dispatch agent) in New
York. He took me in tow and said don't leave your hotel and I'll do my best for you. | was
there nearly a month. | would go out on little trips, but he wanted me to be there if he had
to get in touch with me. It really was a pretty dull time. It was hot, too. There was no air
conditioning.

Q: And hard to plan ahead, because any day you may be.
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MATHEWS: Couldn't plan at all. I had a few friends who would come to see me. One

day | broke away for a few hours. When | came back there were messages in my box.

Mr. Fyfe wanted me to be ready in three days to leave on the Wyoming. It was taking
French cadets from Canada and a few passengers to Algiers. There was a French woman
correspondent and a French couple.

Well, it was a fantastic voyage. We'd look out in the morning and see the ships bouncing
along in the convoy. We were supposed to be going to Algiers, but at the last minute

we were diverted to Casablanca. | dumped myself on the Consul there who hadn't seen
civilians for months. They were very kind and got me on a plane to Cairo and there they
rallied round and got me on another to Karachi. Another Consul finally got me to New
Delhi. We had some very good friends there and | stayed several days.

| was put on a train to Peshawar. | remember | was with an English woman in a
compartment; an English woman who took full advantage of this. She said, when people
would try to enter our compartment, “There's an American lady in here. She's come a long
way, she's very, very tired.” And they would move along. When | got to Peshawar, Bert
was there in a command car. We picked up our shiny Studebaker which had made its way
to Peshawar long before. We drove through the Khyber Pass, the command car and the
jeep trailing along, on our way to Kabul. It was a two day trip. We stayed over at some old
ruins where there was a guest house. Much of the way was beautiful.

When we got to Kabul, which is 6,000 feet, it looked very bleak as we went in. But when
we went inside our compound, it was all lined with cypress trees, the irrigation ditches
trickling along like a nice brook. The house was mud but painted white, and rambling.
And there we were, in Kabul. We stayed two years, fascinating time. We had a Minister,
Cornelius Van H. Engert. He died at 95 not so long ago. His wife wasn't there, so for a
while after getting to Kabul, | was the only American woman in the whole country. It was
war time. Most people including me knew nothing about Afghanistan. Before | came out
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| could find very little in the libraries. The most recent information was an article in the
Saturday Evening Post.

Q: No Overseas Briefing Center, no Family Liaison Office, no language training.
MATHEWS: Oh, no, you were on your own.

Q: That's what made it exciting.

MATHEWS: That's what made it so exciting. | just can't...

Q: But you had an inquiring mind and you went out with a spirit of adventure.

MATHEWS: Of course, you must have a spirit of adventure. You must have an inquiring
mind. You must adore your husband.

Q: I think that's the most vital thing right there.

MATHEWS: And that's why | hesitate to talk about it to a lot of people, because my feeling
Is that a good strong marriage will take care of most problems. But that's not fair, that's not
fair.

Q: But I think it is fair, because | think a lot of what you did and a lot of what | did, we did
primarily for our husbands. Now | did a little interior flag waving every time | gave a 4th of
July reception or something like that. And you had a certain pride in what you were doing,
but basically you did it for your husband.

MATHEWS: Well, | think so. | really had a very nice husband, and he always said “we”.

Q: Mine too, mine too.
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MATHEWS: Even when times were very, very rough, | never thought of doing anything
else. I'm a little impatient with women who seem to ... they don't want to be associated with
their husbands. They want to be their own person. | never understood...

Q: Members of the “me” generation; the 1970s “me” generation.

MATHEWS: Yes, You're not alone ever, you have to associate with someone, have to
support someone, some institution. | chose the “we”. | always felt “we”.

Q: We. We were a team. You were always a wonderful team for how many, 38 years |
think you said. | would like to ask one question. There are still so many young men who
take the Foreign Service exam who are just pining to become diplomats. Some of them
have wives, some don't. A lot of theare exactly the same, it must be just the luck of the
draw. Some get in and some don't. Because they have to be more or less similar, they
have to be high caliber. It seems to me that if the Department looked just a little bit further
and looked at the wife and said, “Look, this is what the Foreign Service is. Do you want to
give us a try?” And if one said, “No, | have to have my own career, I've spent thousands
getting my Masters in Business.” Why doesn't the Department these days look at the
wives?

MATHEWS: | think they should. We used to say, even at that time, that if you ... | was
told very seriously by a man in the Department that if in your heart you feel that you're not
going to be happy tell your husband now; and don't do it. We were saying that even then.

Q: Even then, when you...
MATHEWS: Yes, yes.

Q: So this is not new. This is why history is so important. | wonder how many people in the
Department today know that that existed in 1935?
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MATHEWS: Well, none. | can remember when | was President of AAFSW, | would get all
sorts of suggestions from all sides. | thought it was very healthy. The young groups would
come to see me and criticize a great many things. | would talk to them and I'm afraid |
had an advantage from having gone through all of this. There was little they told me that |
couldn't top. I'm getting a little off the subject.

Q: No, no, I'm interested in what you did in AAFSW, extremely interested because

the 1972 Directive has not worked. The Foreign Service Associate Proposal has been
scrappebecause of Gramm-Rudman and because | think the officers wanted to scrap it
anyway. They were delighted to have an opportunity, so they are going to have to find
some way to deal with the spouse issue.

MATHEWS: | just don't know how they'll do it. | really don't see a solution, except the

one that you suggested, that you take a look at the wife too and screen the officers more
thoroughly; and if it's not going to be a team, that is two people going abroad with the idea
of service more than anything else.

Q: Go on to another young officer.

MATHEWS: Well, I'm incoherent when I try to express my feelings, because | don't know
what the solution is or could be. | just don't know. But, to say if you feel that you're not
going to fit into this life; don't go.

Q: Perhaps the solution is the realization that there is no solution. A young wife today who
Is going to be plucked from Vancouver to Sydney to Managua to Kabul to Oslo cannot be
a marketing manager, cannot be IBM's.

MATHEWS: The life suited me. | liked the sort of thing that | had to do. I'm an impresario
at heart. | like to manage things in a very low key, discreet way so that no one knows it, if |
can help, you know.
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Q: Good for you.

MATHEWS: You understand what | mean?

Q: But that must have been invaluable to you in Nigeria.

MATHEWS: Yes.

Q: Oh, now tell me about that. That must have been invaluable, that attitude.
MATHEWS: Now let's see, where were we. Where was 1?

Q: We got as far as Kabul, but let's see after Kabul.

MATHEWS: There are some interesting times after Kabul. Well, we went to India.
Q: India?

MATHEWS: | was watching the Mountbatten (TV show). We were there during much of
that period.

Q: It was their independence.

MATHEWS: We left a few months before Independence. We were in Calcutta. We went
from Kabul to Calcutta. | think it was the scariest time that we had in the Foreign Service.

Q: I only saw, | didn't see all of it, only parts.

MATHEWS: Well, they were referring to the riots in Calcutta after something called Direct
Action Day. The Hindus and the Muslims were at each other's throats. The carnage

was simply awful. They don't know how many, but they were saying ten thousands. But
there we were, all this rioting going on with bloodshed outside our gates. Little about

it in the papers back home because nobody expected anything to happen. We had no
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correspondents in India. We would go to bed at night and hear the mob yelling and coming
closer. It was a dreadful, dreadful thing.

Q: Did the Indian government provide protection? Were you in a compound?

MATHEWS: Oh, yes. Every house was in a compound, but we had servants that we were
worried about. | know cook didn't go to the market for days on end. We had stores. Bert
did go out of the gates in the car, he and the driver would take off in the morning. They
were surrounded | remember once, but nothing happened. That was in the day time, but
mostly at night....

Q: Under the cover of darkness?

MATHEWS: Yes, that this happened. That was my first experience of that kind, our first
experience. Really, for years when there would be a noise at night, | would waken and

be back in Calcutta, it affected me that deepll don't do that any more. That was a long
time ago. Well, we came home, back to Washington. Bert was not too terribly old, but
there were few people with Indian experience, so he was made Director of the new office,
SOA [South Asian Affairs]. This was a very interesting experience to be with these new
embassies. | feel that the sort of thing we were doing, that is we wives in SOA, is not done
at all now. We took care of these new diplomatic women who came from India and all of
these other countries in the SOA area. We took them everywhere. | remember | started
some of them working at the Red Cross. We took them to the dentist and so forth. We
took care of them. It was very rewarding. We never thought of doing anything else. That
group in SOA, what's left of us, are very, very close and we have a little reunion every
December. We are still in touch with some of the families of Indians and Pakistanis. It
was very educational and very interesting. It's not done now, and | think it's too bad. |
know young people in the Department that pay little attention to their opposite numbers in
foreign embassies. | don't mean to be critical, but I think.....
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Q: It's another thing that is lost | think with the size, with the immensity of...

MATHEWS: Of course. But it was just a wonderful experience and you see why | don't
- there's no meeting of the minds when | talk with someone who feels that she's being
deprived of her right to live her own life. This was, to me, just so wonderful.

Q: Do you still get the AAFSW News?
MATHEWS: Yes.

Q: In the last issue there were three little columns, people had interviewed three young
wives who were coming in. There again, I'm astonished at the qualifications of these young
women. But as | interpreted the article, each of these was willing to come in and give

the Foreign Service a try. And | sometimes wonder who it is over at State who thinks all
the women need to be employed? That is one of the things | hope will come out of these
interviews. I'm delighted to go back to 1934 with you to bring it [the Project] right up to
what we'll call the state of the art spouse in 1986. That wonderful French phrase plus #a
change, plus #a reste la meme chose. | think maybe we are going to find that, and I'm
wondering who it is in Foggy Bottom who thinks that women have to work, that Foreign
Service incomes are not enough. Where is that emanating from?

MATHEWS: Well, | think you're quite right. It could be made important to wives if someone
knew how to go about it, and do it. | just don't know.

Q: Tell me about Nigeria.
MATHEWS: We were in Liberia before that. It was a fascinating place.
Q: We were in Sierra Leone.

MATHEWS: Were you, at that time.
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Q: Yes, | came to Lagos for a conference with my husband, but you weren't there. It was in
'64 and you either hadn't arrived yet or you were home.

MATHEWS: Oh yes, we went there in 1964.

Q: I don't think you had arrived yet. The person who took care of me was Midge Post. Her
husband was economic-commercial.

MATHEWS: We arrived in Nigeria April 1, 1964. Post? That name rings a bell.

Q: His name was Dave Post and he must have been the commercial officer. She left while
| was there to go home because her daughter was having a baby. And | remember that
one of the things | did was count the silver, because she had had a huge party. There she
was packing to get on the plane, to fly home to become a grandmother. She had given a
huge party for all the wives who had come from all over West Africa for the conference.
And she, with great apologies, fled the house the next morning for the airport to get the
plane, and | counted the silver. And gave it to the houseboy to put away. Force of habit, |
still count silver to this day, because | have had so may knives, forks and spoons thrown
away [and retrieved from the trash] in various countries. All quite by accident.

MATHEWS: Oh yes, that was a very important task you performed for her. Well, Liberia
Is first. It is interesting because Bert was the first professional Ambassador who had ever
been sent there. They had always been political.

Q: Patronage.
MATHEWS: Yes, patronage ambassadors.
Q: And you were the first career?

MATHEWS: First career and first white. They [the Liberians] were rather pleased to have a
professional come at last. We had a lovely big house right on the ocean. | don't know quite
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what to tell you about Liberia. The women were very active in most of the organizations
that we know - Red Cross, YWCA, and most of the ones you can think of. | found the
American women sort of up in arms because they thought they were having to help in too
many charities, which is sometimes the problem. We worked on that.

Q: So how did you handle that. Did you reduce the number of charities?

MATHEWS: Well, slowly, slowly. Some of the Liberians got a little upset about it. | thought
it had to be done. | asked that no American woman be chairman of anything, they could be
co-chairman with a Liberian. | enjoyed the people, lot's of visitors came.

Q: Did you have any Presidents or Vice Presidents, Secretaries of State?

MATHEWS: No, the Secretary of State didn't come, but we had lots of Senators. |
remember Mr. Tubman's fifth inauguration, | think it was the fifth inauguration, and they
invited representatives from all over the world. We had three guests in the Residence —
Cabot Lodge, | can't remember who the others were. Lots of distinguished people would
come through from time to time. The Rogers [Attorney General], | remember were there.
He was not Secretary at that time. | can't remember who they all were, I'm afraid I'm not
doing very well on Liberia. It was a hard post in a way.

Q: Sierra Leone was too.

MATHEWS: They're not terribly responsive.
Q: And we were isolated, terribly isolated.
MATHEWS: Yes, we really were.

Q: And a certain lack of culture really. | shouldn't say that, a lack of culture in our terms.
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MATHEWS: Yes, it was very difficult. They liked formality. I've never had so many ball
dresses.

Q: White gloves...

MATHEWS: White gloves, and we dressed all the time. | couldn't even go out and pay

a visit to a Liberian woman without wearing a hat and gloves. Of course they were more
formal than anybody. Although they were so keen on protocol, | can remember many times
when a very distinguished Liberian would be invited to dinner and not show up. We were
always having to reorganize the table.

Q: Last minute shuffling of place cards.

MATHEWS: But | loved traveling around the country and meeting the tribal people, seeing
our AID projects, fascinating times. | really liked it, but it was hard. And the climate, the
climate was very debilitating. Help wasn't all that good. | didn't have a good cook. As |
couldn't do the cooking, | would sit on a high stool in one corner of the kitchen and tell
cook what to do. House keeping was difficult.

Q: You said that when you first went to Vancouver, you were very young and you played
bridge. Was the awareness [of your responsibilities as a Foreign Service wife] gradual, or
did it suddenly hit you in Sydney, when you were the number one wife, that you also had a
job to do.

MATHEWS: No, it didn't hit me even then. | think it came naturally, which was to look
around and do what | could to help out here and there when people asked me.

Q: And as your husband's responsibilities increased, you perhaps felt...
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MATHEWS: Yes, | felt it in Kabul. It's gradual, because when | got to Nigeria, | felt that |
was in control, if you understand what | mean by that. That | knew what my philosophy
was. | knew the kind of job | wanted to do.

Q: But wasn't it nice to be able to be an Ambassador's wife and put that into practice.

MATHEWS: Yes, | had learned an awful lot in Liberia. | have skipped Norway, and I've
skipped London.

Q: Do you want to go back to those?

MATHEWS: Well, where did we go? Oh, Turkey, I've skipped Turkey. Bert was Consul
General in Istanbul. That was very busy, very interesting. We lived in a wonderful old
palace that had been the Legation way back. Hordes ovisitors were coming through. The
Sixth Fleet came in four times, | remember, in one year. We had a USO that ran all the
time, or was ready to be reactivated at the drop of a hat. This was during an “era of good
feeling” between the Greeks and Turks. | remember [King] Paul and Frederika [of Greece]
came on a visit and people were throwing roses in the streets. It was a fabulous place.
There was so much to see, so much to do, and so much to learn. We were so busy.

Q: I've always wanted to be turned loose in an Istanbul bazaar.

MATHEWS: Oh, yes. There was a fabulous woman who had been in the Consulate since
she was about 20 years old, named Betty Carp. Ever hear of her?

Q: I don't think so.

MATHEWS: She is a legend. | remember she knew the Dulles family. | don't know what
the connection was. Yes, Alan Dulles was there when he was a very young man. She
knew more great people than anybody | had ever known. They trusted her and really
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respected her. (Miss Carp was a White Russian, began at the Legation around 1920 at
age 18. She became a Foreign Service Officer.)

Q: What was her role exactly?

MATHEWS: When she was “legitimized” | think she was made a Vice Consul, but she had
been a secretary. She was my mentor. If | needed anything fixed, or if | had a problem,
she could fix it. | could never go to the bazaar without her going with me to be sure they
weren't going to rob me. Therare some very nice rugs in the dining room that she helped
me buy. We had a lovely time doing it. Betty was a real institution in our Foreign Service in
the Middle East. When she died, which was five or six years ago, her many friends set up
a trust fund for the American Hospital in Istanbul in her name. Well, anyway, getting along,
it was a very busy time. | liked the Turks. We didn't get to travel as much as we would
have liked. We went to Ankara several times. The Embassy had just opened. We have a
lot of unfinished business there because we were just too busy tdo all the wonderful things
that one can do.

You just made me think of something. During the time when the Directive was being......
Q: ...kicked about

MATHEWS: Kicked about, they really made the most of the handful of difficult senior wives
in the Foreign Service. There were really some pretty frightful women.

Q: A handful? MATHEWS: A handful, and | had no sympathy [with colleagues who
complained about them].l would say, “Well, it's good for your character, and it doesn't last
forever.” It's not fun being pushed around by an unreasonable senior wife. It can make a
young wife miserable, but it doesn't last forever.

Q: It teaches her how NOT to be when her husband gains rank.
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MATHEWS: Absolutely, absolutely. (Telephone rings)
Q: Could we go back to the wives?
MATHEWS: What were we saying?

Q: We were talking about the difficult wives and how even though it's unpleasant for a
young Foreign Service wife to encounter one of these difficult women, as you said it is only
for a short time.

MATHEWS: And she learns how not to be. She knows how it feels to be abused in various
ways.

Q: I am interrupting you, but have you seen the Report on the Role of the Spouse in the
Foreign Service? It was very informative, | thought, that the unhappiest women are the
wives of ranking officers. The happiest women are the wives who can pursue their own
interests. The happiest wives were the ones who had some representational entertaining
to do, who could follow their own interests and be with their children, have time for their
children and family. Ad the unhappy ones, of course, had been rather vocal. That's part of
the problem, there are a few unhappy...

MATHEWS: Who talk about it.

Q: And we have someone like Mrs. Lawrence Eagleburger who had the ear of the entire
country.

MATHEWS: | don't want to go into that. | disagree with her. You're not going to find
perfection in your colleagues in the Foreign Service.

Q: Nor are you going to be perfect.
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MATHEWS: But you can learn a lot from any of them, and as | was saying, when | got to
Nigeria, | knew what | had to do. | felt | could put all of my theories into practice and maybe
it would work.

But going back to London, in London Bert went to the Imperial Defense College which was
a totally British year. That was very good too, because he learned a lot, made friends who

were useful. | don't like to use that word, but that's why we were there, to get to know each
other, exchange information, exchange ideas. Then we went to Norway for two years. Bert
was DCM, with a very fine political Ambassador. That was interesting but | began to find it

a little dull after you've served in Third World countries. It wasn't dull exactly, but it was just
not exciting.

Q: | found Oslo to be very clean and healthy.

MATHEWS: Clean and healthy. | went back last year on a cruise and revisited my old
house. Our stay there was a pleasant interlude. | suppose it was good for us. Then we
came home. This was before we went to Liberia, these two posts came before Liberia.
Then after Liberia, we stayed home for six months or so, then we went to Nigeria. We
were there almost six years. It was really a hard post, | suppose, if you look at it in a
certain way, but | found it utterly fascinating. They were very friendly people, they were
easier to be with than the Liberians.

In Nigeria we went through the Biafra War but we were there two years before the first
cou